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IN ORDER to begin to un- 
derstand the anger, outrage 
and vindictiveness that rum- 
bles through black America 
with each new endorsement 
of Richard Nixon by a well- 
situated black, you have to 
understand first that it has 
virtually nothing to do with 
Democratic Republican par- 
tisan politics. 

Black Americans have 
tended to vote Democratic 
since the Roosevelt ear, of 
course. But to attribute the 
current anti-Nixon feelings 
to some sort of knee-jerk 
partisanship is to miss the 
point almost entirely. 

The point is this: The 
Nixon administration is the 


first in recent memory to be 
viewed by so many black 
people, at so many levels, 
and in so many parts of the 
country, as conciously anti- 
black. 

That is a phenomenon of a 
very recent origin on the 
American political scene, 
and, to repeat, has nothing 
to do with party politics. 
Neither the twice successful 
Dwight Eisenhower nor the 
unsuccessful GOP candi- 
dates Wilkie or Taft was 
thought to represent any 
palpable threat to black peo- 
ple, except insofar as they 
were painted, by virtue of 
their Republicanism, as 
being predisposed toward 
the rich and the powerful. 


NOT EVEN the Richard 
Nixon of the 1960 presiden- 
tial campaign was viewed as 
particularly anti-black. 

t A black entertainier who 
came out in support of 
Nixon over Kennedy in 1960 
might have been warned 
against dissapationg black 
voters strength, or he might 
have been subjected to ordi- 
nary partisan harangues. 

He might have been kid- 
ded about f allin g for 
“Tricky Dick” and all that, 
but in 1960, ‘‘Who are you 
voting for?” still was a legit- 
imate question to ask a 
black man. 

Certainly a black man’s 
endorsement of the 1960 
GOP candidate would not 
have triggered the sputter- 
ing outrage generated by 
the newspaper photo of 
Sammy Davis l Jr. clutching 
the 1972 GOP candidate, as 
columnist Carl T. Rowan 
put it, “like a hungry or- 
phan.” ' 

It would not have 
prompted the boycotts that 
followed soul singer James 
Brown’s endorsement, or the 
necessity for that enter- 
tainer to purchase four 
pages in the Nov. 2 issue of 
Jet magazine to plead that 
he was not a “sold” brother. 

So what happened in the 
interim? The answer isn’t all 
that clear, except to say that 
black folk have had four 
years of Nixon and haven’t 
liked it. 

What is involved in the 
negative reaction to the 
Nixon administration is not 
capable of being reduced to 
statistics. There is a wide- 
spread feeling that the man 
simply doesn’t care. . 


To the degree that thatis 
true, it doesn’t help much to 
count Nixon appointments 
to judgeships, assistant sec- 
retaryships and GS-18ships. 
The Nixon record in that re- 
gard is better than that of 
any of his predecessors. 

It is beside the point Th'l 
appointment of a few blacks 
is meaningful only if it is 
the mechanism by which the 
administration will impfei 
ment progress toward equat 
ity for all black Americans! 
Otherwise, you’re only talk? 
ing about giying an occa- 
sional black man a good job; 
in much the same way that 
South Africa occasionally 
will make a black man an 
“honorary white.” 

THE PRESIDENT has not 
appointed any black person 
to his Cabinet, or to the Su- 
preme Court, or 1 to many 
other posts whose policy- 
making function is very ob- 
vious. 1 ' ' 53 

It is as though most of thfe 
black appointees were put 
there just to be there, which 
is why there is so much. rg^ 
sentment when one of these 
tokens touts the boss as the 
best thing that ever hap 
pened to black America..::; 1 

The overriding question is 
how the President has cho- 
sen to affect what was a) 
general trend of black prog- 
ress toward full equality. 
Has he accelerated the 
trend? Slowed it dowp? 
Helped to reverse it? : , i 

The answers aren’t formed 
by looking only at the 
Sam Jacksons and Rob- 
ert Browns. You have tii 
consider, too, the Richard 
Kleindiensts and the HaR> 
rold Carswells. j 

An awful lot of blacks bp-; 
Iieve that Nixon’s foot is on 
the brake, and that another’ 
four years might do irrepar- 
able harm. <»" ' 

It must drive his opponent 
mad that none of the antis 
Nixon feeling seems to he- 
translatable into pro-Mp, 
Govern sentiment. As a re- . 
suit, Nixon will continue to 
win the support of “prag- 
matic” blacks looking for 
government loans, good jobs 
and federal contracts. 

Which, of course, will con- 
tinue to send the bulk of 
their brothers into a blither- 
ing rage. 


